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COMMEND 


The Death Pena! 


Friday, Dec, 11th, 1964 
DEATH PENALTY FOR 
MURDER 


Sir,—For some time I was a 
staunch advocate of capital punish- 
ment, but I have come to change my 
mind. Many reasons influenced me. 
There are one or two which I should 
like to state. The death penalty is 
final and absolute. If a miscarriage 
of justice has occurred, no steps can 
be taken to put the matter right. 
Deeply as we respect the value of 
British justice, infallibility is not 
something we claim for it. 

I suppose all of us accept the view 
that human life is sacred and to 
deprive someone of it by murder is 
the grossest crime. It surely compli- 
cates matters if we then proceed to 
take the life of the murderer. Sanct- 
ity is diminished if we have two 
deaths on our hands. The Old Testa- 
ment law of a life for a life was 
restrictive rather than permissive 
and set an outside limit to revenge 
and punishment. We are not obliged 
to go the full distance, as the Christ- 
ian Gospel reminds us. 


| The Times 


I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
MartTINn SULLIVAN, 


Archdeacon of London 
9 Amen Court, E.C.4, Dec. 11 


During these last few months, 
through the media of press, radio and 
T.V., men and women have been 
asked to face the problem of punish- 
ment. Not only have doubts been cast 
on the morality of capital punish- 
ment, but people have also been quest- 
ioning the reason why wrong-doers 
should be punished at all. Perhaps 
the most vital and basic question that 
people have been debating is the 
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degree to which deterrence or r 
should be the guiding motive, 
would appear that the idea of 
bution has been rejected by ma 


ee ee ee 


Deterrent 


The question is not whether ca 
punishment is a deterrent. Of © 
it is a deterrent, like all othen 
pleasant punishment. The quest 
whether, in this country at the pr 
time, the death penalty is the 
deterrent powerful enough to- 
people from being murdered in 
numbers than today. One som 
hears the argument that it “star 
reason” that the threat of death 
most effectual deterrent; this is © 
those statements which someon} 
described as “more obvious thad 
proof can make them”. f 

During the first 50 years ol 
century, 7454 murders were ki 
to the police in England and W 
The number of murderers senté 
to death was 1210 and number 
cuted 632, so that during that: 
there was a chance of twelve te 
against any murderer suffering 
“ultimate deterrent”. A Times lh 
at the end of last year said ths 
1963 there were two executions) 
and in 1962 the same number, 
fact in each of those years 13% 
142 deaths were finally record) 
murder. So, as a Royal Comm: 
showed several years ago, Ce 
punishment in Britain falls far_ 
of the threat of certain death to 
murderer, 

Yet there is a case to be mac: 
the deterrent value of capital pu. 


on 
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Sir Alexander Pateson, for ex- 
2, has said: “We who are in 
contact with professional crim- 
can safely say that with them the 
| of the gallows is a strong deter- 
. On the other hand it is rele- 

to consider that the great 
rity of murders are committed by 
nentally abnormal or by those 
are heated by passion which 
d exclude the intellectual con- 
ation of the penalty, 


Extermination 


1ere is also the so-called “Social 
ene” argument. This puts for- 
_ the proposition that people who 
nit murder should be destroyed, 
as a punishment, it is true, but 
ly because our society would be 
r off without such an abnormal 
m as a murderer. This line of 
ming is but one step removed 
_ the “practical” arguments for 
enasia, which, though possible as 
sical deduction, must horrify the 
stian. If the “Social Hygiene” 
ment were to be carried to its 
-al conclusion any inhabitant of a 
tal institution or a ward for the 


rably ill would need to fear for 
ife. 


'Christian and Capital Punishment 


1 facing the issue of capital pun- 
nent, the Christian immediately 
ks of what Scriptures say in 
qans 13: “He beareth not the 
ed in vain, for he is the minister 
rod, a revenger to execute wrath 
n him that doeth evil”; and in 
esis 9: “Whoso sheddeth man’s 
d, by man shall his blood be 
!”. The Christian believes that the 
srnment is divinely ordained. It is 
> minister of God” which bears 


sword, and it beareth it not in 
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vain. The power of the sword is the 
power to take life, and that power has 
been given to the government by God. 
This power is not in conflict with the 
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill’. 
The Ten Commandments lay down 
the principles of personal morality. 
No private citizen has the right in 
himself to take life. But the govern- 
ment, as the minister of God, has 
been given that power and may exer- 
cise it. 

The Christian also notes that the 
Bible does not share the present day 
over-hasty rejection of punishment as 
a valid motive in dealing with crim- 
inals. Evil deserves punishment. The 
government is a minister of God “to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil” (Romans 13); it is “sent by Him 
for the punishment of evil-doers” (I 
Peter 2). Crime is traceable not only 
to environment and external causes; 
a man is directly responsible for the 
evil he does. Sin deserves punishment. 

That is why Christ had to suffer 
the punishment of death. Sin has to 
be punished or else God’s justice is in 
jeopardy, Christ Himself knew no 
sin, but he became the greatest sinner 
of all when He took upon Himself all 
our sins, Calvary is the proof that 
God takes sin seriously; so must we. 


JouN Sims 


Coming 
1. Budget Conference at Christ 
Church, Petts Wood, Saturday, 
13 March, beginning at 1.30 p.m. 

2. Eleventh Annual Synod at St, 
Pauls, Boreham Wood, Friday and 
Saturday, 7-8 May. 

3. Luther League of Great Britain 
Annual Convention, Saturday and 
Sunday, 15-16 May. 

4. Sunday School Teachers’ Conven- 

tion at St. Pauls, Boreham Wood, 

on Saturday, 20 March, beginning 

at 3 p.m. 


THREE 


40 days after Christmas 


The Presentation of Jesus 


by Dr. Norman E. Nagel 


Clearly Mary’s baby had been given 
to her. She could not think of her 
child as other parents might, as if they 
had all the credit, as if their child was 
simply theirs with nobody else in- 
volved and nobody else to thank. Her 
mind simply stood still before the way 
in which her child had come. 


Mary’s Child 


The child had grown in her and 
been born of her like any other child, 
Yet he had no father, As Gabriel told 
her, God was his Father. He was born 
for God’s great work, and when she 
would see this accomplished a sword 
would pierce her heart. There was 
pain in the stable too, yet shepherds 
who told of astonishing things came 
and bowed down before her baby. 
“Mary kept all these things and 
ponder ed them in her heart.” She 
knew herself to be entrusted with a 
child who would be great. He was her 
child, and yet not her child. 

Every mother knows that her child 
is a precious trust. She had hopes for 
her child. It may bring her sorrow, 
but she would have it grow to noble 
accomplishment. But now, what 
makes all the difference is whether 
she thinks the child belongs to her or 
or whether she recognises that the 
child has been given to her so that it 
may grow to the honour of Him who 
gave it and to whom it really belongs. 
We are all really foster parents to our 
children, 


These facts were held before the 
people of Israel by the Service of 
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Presentation. The first-born bo 
family, as the one who stood fi 
the children there might be 
family, was taken to the Temple 
days after his birth. The giver 
was praised and thanked and an 

ing was made. The child 

presented to God by the parer 
acknowledgement that the child 
all the other children in the fe 
belonged to Him. Then the chile 
brought back from God so th 
father and mother might hav 
as their child, too, and as 
parents rear the child to serve 
whatever calling he might be 
ped for. The price of redemptio: 
five shekels, 


The two turtledoves Luke — 
tions were for the Purification 
mother. This ceremony was pay 
the Law of Moses by which Go 
reminding the people of their sir 
need of a Saviour. Another sinne® 
been born, and the mother coulct 
no part in the services of the Te 
until she had brought a sin-offe 
‘That was the one turtledove (Luv 
24). The other was for the b» 
offering which meant that no’ 
impurity according to the Law 
been removed, all was well bet’ 
mother and God. Ordinarily a_| 
was brought for the burnt- oe 
but by special allowance the “ 
of the poor” was a nintledenel 


Sapo sesrhste 


Our Saviour’s mother was aii 
these poor. In the Temple the — 
were not shown up, for the sa 
were done in such a way that n 
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_ tell who were the poor. All the 
ers, rich and poor, stood together 
}e topmost step that led through 
great Nicanor Gate from the 
t of the Women to the Court of 
1. There they watched the 

ces and said their prayers before 


ers express the mother’s thank- 
ss. All is well between her and 
% She goes from the Altar with 
¥s blessing upon her and her child. 
Pchild, yes; and yet in Baptism the 
Il has been presented to God, and 
wat Sacrament made God’s child. 
pugh Baptism the child belongs 
lof all to God, but after Baptism 
eceive back into our hands His 
{ committed to our care and keep- 
(We parents have given Him our 
mise how we will care for His 
il. Godparents, too, have given 
F word that they will see to it that 
vhild is reared as God’s child. 


fus no longer any trace of the 
monial impurity that there was in 
a _prison-house of the Law’. In 
place of Presentation we have 
itism. That makes clear to whom 


ie of Purification we have Church- 
That thankfully acknowledges 
great gift given by God that in 
jtism is presented to Him and 
e His, and then received back 
ca Him entrusted to our care. 


's Mary turned from before the 
to come down the steps again, 
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old man stood before her. He took | 


the child from her into his own arms 
and with a faith grown strong through 
years of trusting God’s promise he 
proclaimed the promises’s fulfilment. 
He would not die until he saw the 
Lord’s Christ, so God had promised 
him. Now, in this forty days’ infant, 
Simeon recognised Christ, the Light 
to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Israel. Now he might depart in 
peace. 


Mary too departed in peace, but 
not yet peace fulfilled. Ahead lay the 
flight into Egypt and the return to 
Nazareth, and they had next to 
nothing in their pockets. All those 
ordinary years of housework, and her 
oldest boy growing up an ordinary boy. 
Had she only dreamt those strange 
and wondrous things that had hap- 
pened at his birth? There was promise 
in them, and that was all she had to 
hang on to. When he was twelve, 
there were those strange words he 
spoke in the Temple when she was so 
angry with him. Twice, now a grown 
man, he had to tell her that he did 
not belong first of all to her. And 
then the sword’s sorrow through her 
heart beneath the cross. Her boy had 
come to that. It was not easy to be the 
mother of a boy whose belonging to 
God led him to that. Yet this was her 
redemption and ours too. 


The best pictures of Mary are those 
in which she holds up her boy for us 
to see. In doing this, she is the most 
blessed among women. Each mother 
holds up her child. If then, there is 
shown nothing of Jesus, most wretched 
is she among women. 


What mother has sorrow like 
Mary’s sorrow? What mother has joy 
like Mary’s joy? Christian mothers 
may not know Mary’s sorrow, but 
they can share her joy. 
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When did this last happen to you? 


When was the last time you knew 
not even one of the hymns sung in 
church? Perhaps you cannot remem- 
ber anything like that happening to 
you, and if that is so, you are lucky. 
It is not an enjoyable situation, and 
certainly nobody likes to experience 
that sort of think very often. 


Unfamiliar tunes alter our impression 
of the whole service 


In a worship service we are bene- 
fitted by how well we participated, 
not by how well we watch, Unfamiliar 
hymns cut down our chance of join- 
ing in the service; more than that, 
‘they can make us feel as though we 
don’t really belong. We look round at 
the other people in the congregation 
and we see one of two things, both of 
them depressing. Either we see that 
others are singing and that we seem to 
be the odd-man-out, or we notice that 
nobody is singing the hymns, which 
makes the entire service impress us as 
lifeless and without any meaning for 
the people present. The service seems 
to be unimportant for the congrega- 
tion, and we may decide that every- 
one is going to church either through 
habit or in order to make a show of 
being ‘religious’. Wrong as that judg- 
ment may be, the point is that we 
receive a definite impression from 
poor hymn singing. That impression 
is often a major factor in helping or 
hindering our own participation in 
the whole Service. 


SIX 


Mr. J. L B. Cremer, Secretary of the Music Committee, ask 


WHY SING HYMNS YOU DON’T KNOW. 


POPP PPP 


Good hymns sung to familiar 
are an important part of our w 
but apart from that there is a 
missionary potential in them. 
responsible for ensuring that w 
our hymns in the way which 
serves the spreading of the Gosi 
Jesus Christ. 

No matter how good the doctr 
the words may be, a hymn loses 
of its impact when we attem 
sing it to a strange tune. Hos 
fine the poetic quality of the 
the greatness of a hymn may be 
pletely lost on us if we stt 
through the singing, endeavour® 
pick up a tune which we have§ ; 
heard in our lives. 


A newcomer comes to church 


Imagine for amoment that yous 
plucked up the courage to visit € 
our Lutheran congregations fcr 
first time. Just suppose that 
haven’t entered a church for 
not since the days you attended 
day School more than twelve 
ago. Now, upon the repeated 1m 
tion of a friend and due te 
example of a few acquaintances © 
neighbourhood, you decide te 
attending a church service. 

You feel very self-conscious © 
going to church and wonder why 
everyone will be looking down 
noses at you for not regularly até 
ing church. You are a bit we 
about its being called a ‘Lutks 
church too. Halfway down the 
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unday morning you begin to 
er returning home or walking 
the church as though you 
going somewhere else. Why 
““@ you find out more about the 
Lutherans do? Perhaps they 
e horrible customs and cere- 


bing which makes you the focus 
tention for masses of total 


cut a long story short, you do go 
Pye church and, after choosing an 
‘}spicuous pew near the back, you 
p the hymns in the strange 
al. You even feel quite confident 
the hymns, because you learnt 
“— at school, sing quite well and 
“listen regularly to the B.B.C. 
‘day Half-Hour” hymn singing 
bamme every Sunday night. 
‘Ne hymns listed are 34, 525, 447 
4, in the blue Lutheran Hymnal. 
gh you don’t know the first 
i, you are relieved to see that 
<now all the others. But then, 
ur itritation, you find that the 
i€d, “As pants the heart for cool- 
9 reams”, is not sung to the usual 
called ‘Martyrdom’ (what you 
got know is that the tune ‘Martyr- 
3 is in the Lutheran Hymnal, as 
154 to other words). “Fight the 
fight’ the third, you know to 
« different tunes, so you are 
fyed when the organist begins to 
» a fourth and completely un- 
£m tune. How infuriating! You 
‘> a quick mental note that all 
» hymn melodies have been Ger- 
and you wonder what is wrong 
the well-known English tunes. 
: , exasperation is complete when 
ganist plays the last line of “All 
le that on earth do dwell” to 
of a different length from the 
tune. 
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The result is that you leave the 
church so put out about the hymns 
that you forget the message of the 
sermon and other things which you 
found quite acceptable. You remem- 
ber that the minister quoted Luther at 
least three times and bearing in mind 
the German hymn tunes you conclude 
that “They must be a group of 
foreigners”. 


Aim of the ELCE hymn poll 

In order to avoid such unnecessary 
and far reaching mistakes our Music 
Committee is asking all of you in 
every congregation and mission to 
give your opinion on each hymn in 
the Lutheran Hymnal. At the moment 
you will be asked about twelve hymns 
each month, but soon the number will 
be increased. 

Your opinion about the hymns will 
be used to produce an ELCE Hand- 
book — on the tunes known in our 
congregations. 


Handbook to guide Pastors 

If, as with many of our pastors, you 
had not been born and bred in the 
British Isles you would not necessarily 
know (as you do) that the tune of 
“While shepherds watched their 
flocks by night” is carefully reserved 
for Christmas, as far as the British 
people is concerned. The new hand- 
book will be very helpful.to many of 
our pastors and organists as they 
choose the hymns each week. The 
result should please you and give us 
the best chance of making our new- 
comers feel at home. 

It goes without saying that our need 
to be keenly aware of well-known 
English hymns by no means implies 
that hitherto unknown hymns from 
our rich Lutheran heritage should not 
be introduced, but with forethought 
and in moderation. 


SEVEN 


By Prof. Walter E, Buszin STM, MusD, Concordia Seminary, St, Louis Mo., 


OUR 
LUTHERAN 
WORSHIP 


Liturgical Worship in 
the Lutheran Church 


The Lutheran Church prefers liturgical 
worship because she desires her worship to 
be conducted decently and in order, 1 Cor. 
14:40. This statement in no wise implies 
that nonliturgical people do not or rarely 
take their worship seriously. However, the 
history of the church shows that non- 
liturgical worship easily declines, becomes 
man-centered and ceases to glorify God. 

Even in the 16th century some sought 
to discard the liturgies of the church and 
to replace them with orders of their own 
making. In 1526 Luther complained: 
“Everyone is constructing his own; some 
with good intentions, others again with 
presumption, in order that they may shine 
as also having produced something new to 
_ prove that they are not ordinary leaders,” 
Luther’s Works, Vol.. VI, p. 170, Phila- 
delphia edition. 

Luther made his complaint after he 
himself had prepared an order of worship 
in the language of the people. He did not 
reject entire liturgies of the past, as did 
other reformers. Although adhering close- 
ly to the Roman Mass, he rejected what 
was out of keeping with the Holy Scrip- 
tures and evangelical practice. Three years 
before, while preparing a Latin service, 
Luther said: “What is good we will 
retain.” He showed a breadth of under- 
standing worthy of emulation. 


Not Mere Forms 


Some will ask, “Why use liturgies when 
the average worshipper does not under- 
stand them?” True, one must understand 
the liturgies of the church to use them 
intelligently and to love them. But if it is 
true that liturgical worship is the official 
worship of the church, then it is the 
church’s duty to teach her people the 
meaning of her liturgies. Our liturgies, like 
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the Holy Scriptures, must be taug 
explained, i 

A liturgy is a set form, and fo 
needed for orderly worship. “Goce 
the author of confusion, but of pe 
in all churches of the saints,” I Cor. 
Well-ordered worship is liturgical 


But a liturgy is also more than 
it is an expression of worship whic 
fies God and edifies the church. 

Liturgy is derived from a Grees 
which means “a work of the poi 
Originally the word referred to a. 
type of service which had nothings 
with the church and her worship) 
before the establishment of the | 
Catholic Church the word was g 
religious, a Christian meaning. Thi 
in its original Greek form leitou® 
used in the Greek New Testamen: 
also its verb “to liturgize”’. 


A liturgy, therefore, is a service re 
humbly by Christians to glorify 
to serve Christ. In this sense Ly 
Christians ought to accept and w 
meaningful word. In this sense, t¥ 
should think of the liturgical wor, | 
the Lutheran Church. To reject lit % 
worship because the liturgical wor 
some is too ceremonious and offer | 
like refusing to ride in an automokr 
cause some people use the automol 
sinful purposes. 


Gifts of God 


As Lutherans, we owe it to our 
to evaluate our liturgies from a I 
Lutheran point of view, just as we # 
ish subjects should esteem high)! 
national heritage. Our liturgies are 
ments of the Holy Ghost. They are 
and Christ- centered and are thor) 
Scriptural in character and expr 
Like the church year, to which they 
themselves, they aid our spiritual g:! 


“The Liturgy and the Liturgicai! 

. . maintain a weekly and se} 
rhythm which keeps the Church in spo) 
health. They discipline, direct, and & 
the individual religious experience 
individual Christians,’ says Luthi 
Reed in his book, Lutheran Liturgy, 


reprinted from The Lutheran 
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WS from our churches 


it the Church in coming to grips with 
» Jn man rethink, not only the method, 
fe very message of Christianity itself? 
\;) ur sophisticated world of today out- 
the simple Gospel that Christians 
always believed? Is the Gospel as 
ed in the Holy Scriptures still the 
»nswer? Is the Church in failing to 
yathe wholesale drift away from the 
se of Christianity becoming unsure 
Ir message? As she appeals to the 
pps by television and paperback, does 
;)oice ring the Gospel answer with 
‘}y and certainty? What is her respons- 
', today, to the Gospel? 


2 four Synod sermons will further 
jp the theme, Responsibility to the 
we: in keeping our rising generation 
Jarist (Dr. Norman Nagel), in giving 
jtves for Christ (Pastor Marvin Bram- 
jl), 1n witnessing to Christ to other 
thes (Pastor Floyd Bosch), and in 


‘ing out to win men for Christ (Dr. E. 


Pearce). The Confessional in the 
-g Thanksgiving Service of Holy 
fuunion will be given by Pastor 


jnan Heintz. 


" REPORTS ON 
\ CHESTER SURVEY 


‘ports, not yet offering specific recom- 
lations, on ELCE site possibilities in 
tsreater Manchester area were heard 
| discussed by the Executive Council 
aeir meeting at 42 Museum Street, 
hlon, W.C.1, on Monday, 8 February. 
‘Rev. Roger Winger of Coventry sub- 
td his preliminary observations after 
ng planning offices of many local auth- 
2s in the area. According to the report, 
tity of Manchester itself has a popula- 
n of 650,000, but within a 10 mile 
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us there are 2,250,000, and within 25 , 


_ ESSAYIST FOR 1965 SYNOD 
onsibility to the Gospel Convention ‘Theme 


io laymen of the ELCE Executive Council, Alfred Flemming and Charles 
vill collaborate in writing the essay to be delivered at the Eleventh Annual 
1 at St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Boreham Wood, Herts, on Friday and 
day, 7-8 May. The Essay, Responsibility to the Gospel, the key address of 
_|.eeting, will be read by Mr. Flemming. 


miles 4,500,000. ‘In general,’ Pastor 
Winger said, “there is very little new 
development in Manchester itself, apart 
from two or three slum clearance projects 
near the city centre”. The Coventry pastor, 
whose own projected mission in Tile Hill 
will be delayed until Autumn because of 
planning difficulties, said the communites 
which seemed to present the best possibili- 
ties for an ELCE church site were Bury, 
Whitefield, Radcliffe, and Middleton, all 
joined to, but outside, on the North, of 
Manchester’s boundaries. The planning 
officer of the city had suggested that a site 
might be available in Wythenshawe, Man- 
chester’s mammoth public housing estate 
on her southern perimeter. 


Good News from Harlow 


The Council received with joy a com- 
munication from Architects Robert 
Maguire and Keith Murray that the Har- 
low Development Corporation had passed 
their plans for the new church. On the 
assumption that the new building will be 
completed sometime in 1966, the Council 
asked Pastor Hennig to consider taking 
his furlough in 1965 to avoid the parish 
being without its pastor when the build- 
ing is dedicated. 


East Kilbride’s Second Start 


It was reported to the Council meeting 
that the Lutheran mission at East Kilbride 
near Glasgow would move from the YMCA 
building to its own temporary church in 
Westwood around the middle of February. 
A four-week Christian Film Festival to 
introduce the Lutheran church to the new 
community will take place during the first 
four Wednesdays and Thursdays of March. 


Another Gift from Concordia 


A gift of £250 towards the ELCE treas- 
ury from Concordia Publishing House 
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Limited and Concordia Films, London, 
was gratefully acknowledged by the Council. 


PETTS WOOD MEMBERS PLEDGE 
WEEK’S SALARY 

The Council congratulated the members 
of Christ Church, Petts Wood, on the 
mature and responsible resolution of their 
Voters’ Assembly, unanimously passed, to 
ask each wage-earning member to pledge 
annually a week’s salary toward the repay- 
ment of the debt for their new church. 
Approval was given to the purchase at 
£3250 of a 40 foot plot of land adjoining 
the new church in Poverest as a site for the 
construction of a new parsonage. 


EUROPE-AFRICA COMMITTEE MEET 
IN FRANKFURT 


Representatives of European Lutheran 
free churches met at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Frankfurt on Tuesday, 26 Jan- 
uary, to establish the topic and schedule 
for regular theological conversations be- 
tween conservative Lutheran churches in 
Europe and Africa. Europe-Africa is one 
of the regions of association suggested at 
Cambridge in August 1963 when conserva- 
tive Lutheran churches from all parts of 
the world resolved on more frequent 
contact to promote the unity of faith. 

At the one-day meeting in Frankfurt, six 
European Lutheran free churches were 
represented: the Evangelical Lutheran 
Free Church of Germany, the Evangelical 
Old Lutheran Church in Germany, the 
Independent Lutheran Church of Ger- 
many, the Evangelical Lutheran Church— 
Synod of France and Belgium, the Free 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England. The African churches, the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Nigeria and 
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N@WS from our churches 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Lit1aAn Gapper of Plympy 
ton, Devon; from the Rey. and Mrs. R. Bruer, the Misses Marie and Charlott) 
Lawton, Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, total £4 for the Church Extension Func! 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Avery: from Mr, ane 
Mrs. F. A. Rayner, £2 for the Church Extension Fund. 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. AMy Cremer: from Min 
and Mrs, J. L. B. Cremer, £2 for the Church Extension Fund. 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Rev. F. W. Scuuuze | 
from the Rev. and Mrs. R. Winger, £1 for the Church Extension Fund. 


the Bantu Evangelical Lutheran C) 
were not able to send delegates. 
Norman Nagel and E. Geo. Pearce, 
sented the ELCE. 

The topic approved for discus 
future meeting of the European 
group was “Church Fellowship 
special reference to involvement in e 
ical movements and organisations 
subject suggested by the Cambridg 
tinuation Committee for study also — 
other three regions : North America, 
America, and Australia-Asia. + 

The theologians alone of the E- 
Africa region will have their first my 
in Heidelberg on 28-29 April. Dr. 
will represent the ELCE. It is inti 
that before and after the Heidelberg, 
ing, the theme will be discussed at pe 
conferences in each church concernee 
next meeting of the whole committé 
take place at Bremen in con ae | 
the Fifth European Missions Con 
which will be held there in Septemk: 


57TH LUTHER LEAGUE i 
EXECUTIVE MEETING ¢ 


The 57th meeting, according to | 
tary Janet Bridge, of the Executive” 
mittee of the Luther League took p 
Luther-Tyndale, Kentish Town, on F 
29 January. The Committee hear« | 
attempts to arrange the 1965 Trip Ay 
for Mont St. Michel or Denmark had. 
through. The Rev. Warren Fa¥ 
pastoral advisor, suggested a “car’| 
trip to East Kilbride, Because Paste. 
Mrs. V. Hennig were going on fui 
during the summer, it was agreed # 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Cremer tev 
tour-leaders. 

The 58th meeting will be held on F | 
19 February at 42 Museum Street. 


BRITISH LUT 


Kerley of Ruislip, Chairman of the Master Plan Committee, examines our claim 


The Church of the Word 


Tis is the description one of our leaflets gives to our Church. The purpose of this 
2 is to examine this claim. 
iat ‘Word’ are we talking about? We mean God’s Word — God’s written word, the 
The Church cannot exist without the Word. God’s Holy Scripture is the only 
“Qlation and source of Christian Faith. To say we are a Christian group but we do not 
‘} t completely the Bible would be a contradiction. 
‘T the Bible, God shows us Christ, and in Christ shows us our salvation. The Bible, the 
| of God, is our guide, our comfort, our assurance of forgiveness and salvation, and 
f the three means of grace — and of course it tells the origin of the other two. 
ir pastors are regular in their study of God’s Word. Of this we are assured every 
‘we hear them preach, and if further confirmation is needed, we can look to their 
t regular visits to study together the Word of God at Westfield House, many of them 
) | eir ‘rest’ days. 
nat is our record, the layman’s record, on Bible reading and Bible Study? How can 
“/ tll what our record is? If we can reach any conclusions from the use of Portals of 
er, as an example, we can say that 24 homes in a congregation of 90 communicant 
Pbers regularly received this booklet by post during 1964, and 12 more copies were 
able on the Church’s literature table. Of course, this example may not be typical of 
ur congregations, and, again, receipt does not prove use. On the other hand, the 
es quoted mean that Portals of Prayer was available to 41 communicant members 
to about 20 other adults in the homes receiving the booklet direct. This does not 
‘de the members who obtain their copies independently. 
hat of regular Bible Class attendance? 
1ose of us who attended the Cardiff Synod in 1963 heard the Master Plan representa- 
‘urge us towards an aim of 100% increase in Bible Class attendance over 1962, yet 
‘Ye Ruislip Synod in 1964 only a slight decrease in attendance was noted for 1963, and 
‘Svere again urged to aim for better attendance in the ensuing year. 
bes this seem to indicate a lack of interest in the study of God’s Word? We pray this 
‘ft so, and we urge you to lay hold of the power in God’s Word for your life and for the 
‘fit of those with whom you come in contact. 
Jt us be ‘The Church of the Word’ both in our homes and in our Church groups. 
jean then be assured of Christ’s presence and power in our lives and of God’s continued 
Ping on our message to the world. For then our message will be God’s message, and 
church will be part of God’s Church. 


i CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


Our Performance for 1964 


Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 
KENTISH TOWN £6390 £176 £6566 £3627 
TOTTENHAM 1539 82 1621 1346 
f RUISLIP 1134 39 1173 1095 
) SUNDERLAND 457 23 480 325 
PETTS WOOD 779 13 792 515 
} BOREHAM WOOD 427 24 451 400 
{ CARDIFF 62 3 65 65 
: CAMBRIDGE 159 14 203 158 
| HARLOW 93 6 99 96 
} PLYMOUTH 238 32 270 136 
: EAST KILBRIDE 434 0 434 117 
| POLISH LUTHERANS 1040 0 1040 0 
: OTHERS 322 992 1314 358 
Grand Total £13,104 . £1404 £14508 £8238 
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THE COVER 


“SAUL, SAUL, 
WHY 
PERSECUTEST 
THOU ME?” 


Pen and ink drawing 


by Ansis Berzins 


New from Concordia | 


THE CHURC 
OF THE 


CATACOMB 


by Walter W. Oetting 
131 pages, 5} x 8. Paper 
14/- (15/- post paid) 


rr 


This is the first volume in a proposec 
six paperbacks covering the spate 
church’s history and written in a_ 
simple style. 


An absorbing narrative history of the! 
church in the years immediately after 
Testament to A.D.250. The author ¢ 
hand introduction to life in the ea 
by illustrations from original historicé 
tions. The author, being concerné| 
with the needs of the modern studen 
this initial era of the church using t! 
rather than a chronological or gee 
method. 


JUST RELEASED———= 


Concordia Recording Tape 


Brand new Recording Tape, from a |!) 
U.S. manufacturer, at only 18/- (19/7 
paid) per 1200-foot 7” reel. Five reel 
Tested by U.K. Tape Recorder Cl 
approved as “excellent quality... 
purchase”. : 
Order now from the sole supplic 
CONCORDIA FILMS 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOU! 


(Incorporating Concordia Filmsy 


42 Museum Street, London, 
Tel.: HOLborn 5148 


